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Delhi
1 October 1940
Dear Gurudev,
You must stay yet awhile. Humanity needs you. I was
pleased beyond measure to find that you were better.
With love,
Yours,
M. K. Gandhi

FNGCLF 2I0F ([T Ted (2fFe Za:

6 Dwarakanath Tagore Lane,
Calcutta
To: Mahatma Gandhi Wardha
Your constant good wishes have brought me back from
the land of darkness into the land of light and life and my
first offering of thanks goes out to you.
Rabindranath ”
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We have known the primitive Mongols, the most terrible

cruel horde of mankillers and we have the habit of calling
them barbarous but the unalloyed sign of barbarism
is reveald when all through the traping of so-called
civilization comes out of the treason against humanity and
that has been shown in the late history. We, who stand
by the side of humanity, we may be victimised by the
satanic power, we may be defeated in our enjoyment of
human rights and yet we have the consolation to realize
that man is great. And the time may or may not come
when man will assert the dignity of freedom but we have

the consolation to proclaim that man is great.”
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Yes, gurudev’s reply to Miss Rathbone’s letter was drafted
by me. He was very excited when he read her ‘open letter’
but was too weak to write a reply himself. So he sent for
me and told me what he thought of it and asked me to
draft a reply for him. I read out what I drafted and he
accepted it without changing anything, as far as I recollect.
I should not be surprised if the original draft in my hand

is found lying among Rabindra Bhavana archives.**
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REPLY TO MISS RATHBONE

I HAVE BEEN deeply pained at Miss Rathbone’s open
letter to Indians. I do not know who Miss Rathbone
is but I take it that she represents the mentality of the
average ‘well-intentioned’ Britisher. Her letter is mainly
addressed to Jawaharlal and I have no doubt that if that
noble fighter of freedom’s battle had not been gagged
behind prison bars by Miss Rathbone’s countrymen,
he would have made a fitting and spirited reply to
her gratuitous sermon. His enforced silence makes it
necessary for me to voice my protest even from my sick
bed. The lady has ill served the cause of her people by
addressing so indiscreet, indeed impertinent, a challenge
to our conscience. She is scandalised at our ingratitude,
-that having ‘drunk deeply at the wells of English
thought” we should still have some thought left for our

2 -
poor country s interests.
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English thought, in so far as it is representative
of the best traditions of western enlightenment, has
indeed taught us much, but let me add, that those of
our countrymen who have profited by it have done so
despite the official British attempts to ill educate us. We
might have achieved introduction to Western learning
through any other European language. Have all the other
peoples in the world waited for the British to bring them
enlightenment ? It is sheer insolent self-complacence on
the part of our so called English friends to assume that
had they not ‘taught’ us we would still have remained
in the dark ages. Through the official British channels
of education in India have flowed to our children in
schools not the best of English thought but its refuse,
which has only deprived them of a wholesome repast at
the table of their own culture.

Assuming, however, that English language is the
only channel left to us for ‘enlightenment’, all that
‘drinking deeply at its wells’ has come to us in 1931,
even after a couple of centuries of British administration,
only about one percent of the population was found to
be literate in English, —while in the USSR in 1932,
after only fifteen years of Soviet administration, 98

percent of the children were educated. (These figures
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are taken from The Statesman’s Year-Book, an English
publication, not likely to err of the Russian side). But
even more necessary than the so-called culture are the
bare elementary needs of existence, on which alone can
any superstructure of enlightenment rest.

And what have the British, who held tight the purse
strings of our nation for more than two centuries and
exploited its resources, done for our poor people ? I look
around and see famished bodies crying for bread. I have
seen women in villages dig up mud for a few drops of
drinking water, for wells are even more scarce in Indian
villages than schools.

I know that the population of England itself is to-day
in danger of starvation and I sympathise with them, but
when I see how the whole might of the British navy is
engaged in convoying food vessels to the English shores
and when I recollect that I have seen our people perish
of hunger and not even a cartload of rice brought to
their door from the neighbouring district, I cannot help
contrasting the British at home with the British in India.

Shall we be then grateful to the British, if not for
keeping fed, at least for preserving law and order ?

I'look around and see riots raging all over the country.

When scores of Indian lives are lost, our property looted,
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our women dishonoured, the mighty British arm stir in
no action, only the British voice is raised from overseas
to chide us for unfitness to put our house in order.

Examples are not wanting in history when even fully
armed warriors have shrunk before superior might, and
contingencies have arisen in the present war when even
the bravest among the British, French and Greek soldiers
have had to evacuate the battlefield in Europe because they
were overwhelmed by superior armaments,— but when
our poor, unarmed and helpless peasants, encumbered
with crying babes, flee from homes unable to protect
them from armed goondas, the British officials, perhaps
smile in contempt at our cowardice !

Every British civilian in England is armed to-day for
protecting his hearth and home against the enemy, but in
India even lathi-training was forbidden by decree. Our
people have been deliberately disarmed and emasculated
in order to keep them perpetually cowed and at the
mercy of their armed masters,

The British hate the Nazis for merely challenging
their world-mastery and Miss Rathbone expects us to
kiss the hand of her people in servility for having riveted
chains on ours. A Government must be judged not

by pretensions of its spokesman but by its actual and
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eftective contribution to the wellbeing of the people.

It is not so much because the British are foreigners
that they are unwelcome to us and have found no place
in our hearts, as because, while pretending to be trustees
of our welfare, they have betrayed the great trust and
have sacrificed the happiness of millions in India to bloat
the pockets of a few capitalists at home.

I should have thought that the decent Britisher
would at least keep silent at these wrongs and be grateful
to us for our inaction, but that he should add insult to
injury and pour salt over our wounds, passes all bounds

of decency.
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