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Our language was the cohesive force in our liberation

movement. In a sense the Struggle for national
independence started on 21 February1952. Framing the
Constitution in Bengali for the first time in our history
was a monentous event. It was a great leap forward
towards internalising modern constitutional concepts in

our legal culture.
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We cannot include them within the fold of either
Bengalee nationalism or Bangladeshi nationalism as
these have been formulated. [...]

Whether the hillsmen are a conglomerate of tribes or
a nation is a separate question altogether, but the fact
remains that they are different from the plainsmen.
These otherness must be respected even when
they are few in number, even when it makes us less

homogencous.
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It must also be acknowledged by all, including the
hillsmen, that the War of Liberation was inspired by
Bengalee nationalism that grew from strength to
strength between 1952 and 1971.
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In the process was made a work of prose in the age of

poetry. The work has no literary merit. It has survived
by accident. It may survive as the earliest specimen of

Bengal prose.
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During the election campaign in 1991, it was propagated

with a good measure of success that the Awami League’s
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return to power would lead to the deletion of Bismillah
from the Constitution. Such was the force of the
campaign that Awami League panicked. They did not
foresake secularism but raised the slogan of Allahu Akbar
in their processions and meetings and also had it printed
on posters and leaflets. Allahu Akbar also appeared
on the election posters of the Communist Party of
Bangladesh which had held milad mahfil in their office.
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On the other hand, the majoritarian domination, if one

may call it so, is giving rise to minoratarion separatism.
The religious minorities are combining themselves
as a different entity from the Muslims. The demand
to have proportional representation in government
employment etc. has been made, and some leaders of
the minority communities are, I know, thinking in
terms of demanding separate electorate.
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If our predecessors had the boldness to say, even in

the early years of Pakistan, that the two-nation theory
was incorrect, or, atleast, unnecessary, why can not
we stand for secularism now? Those who fought to
make Bengali a state language did not have a large mass
backing in 1948. Yet they stood by their conviction and,
finally, got the overwhelming support.
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